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	Calculation of Class Ranking

Beginning with class 2004

Conversion Scale
	Grade point averages (GPA) for the purpose of class ranking for all students graduating, and for local honors recognition in accordance with eligibility criteria established below, shall be calculated with a weighted grade point scale at the end of the third week of the final six-week grading period of the school year.

Grades for all courses taken in high school, and for which credit has been earned, shall be included in this calculation, except for grades earned in band, choral/applied music, physical education, athletics, art, and office/classroom aiding.

Texas Education Agency approved courses for online access, correspondence, and dual credit in core subject areas and /or career technology are accepted for high school credit.  College level courses are given the same weight as Advance Placement courses.

Beginning with students graduating in 2004 courses that have been modified by a student’s ARD committee as to the required content of the essential knowledge and skills (TEKS) and reflected as such in the student’s IEP shall be classified and weighted as Modified Content courses.  Courses for which only the methodology has been modified for a student, however, shall be classified and weighted as Regular or Honors courses, as appropriate.

For purposes of each student ranking the conversion of grades to grade points shall be accomplished using the following scale:

The letter grades associated with the 100 point scale are as follows:
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89.5 to 100       (A)

70.5 to 89.4      (B)
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69.4 and below (F)



	Definition of Graduating Class for Local Honors Recognition

Valedictorian/

Salutatorian

Minimum Program Credits

Physical Education Substitutions

No Reading Credits
	Appropriate weighted courses and honors courses shall be designated each year in the student handbook and on the Arp Web site. 

For the purpose of local honors recognition (including recognition as valedictorian and salutatorian), the graduating class shall include only those students completing graduation requirements in a maximum of four years with no repetition of courses.  Those students shall be ranked on the basis of grade point averages.  Students who complete their high school program in less than 4 years will be dual ranked with students who complete their high school program in four years.

Beginning with students graduating in the year 2004, the following criteria shall establish a student’s eligibility for local recognition as valedictorian or salutatorian:

1. The student must have been continuously enrolled in the district for three school years prior to the graduation ceremony.

2. The student must have completed all state and local graduation requirements for the Recommended High School Program or Distinguished Achievement Program.
3. The student must be completing high school in a maximum of four years with no repetition of courses.

The valedictorian shall be the eligible graduate with the highest grade point average (GPA); the salutatorian shall be the eligible graduate with the second-highest GPA.

The District requires that all students graduate with at least 24 credits, no matter which high school program they complete.

The District shall allow students to substitute certain physical activities for the 1.5 required credits of physical education.  Such substitutions shall be based on the physical activity involved in:

1. Marching Band-- one credit for one year

2. Cheer leading in the fall for one-half credit

3. Athletics – one credit for one year

4. Two or three-credit career and technology work-based training courses (Example:  Computer Technology I & II)

The District will allow the awarding of state graduation credit for physical education of private or commercially-sponsored physical activity programs conducted either on or off campus if documentation is provided.  The student applying for such credit must submit documentation for an approved activity (Example: dance) and documentation of number of hours for activity.  The District has the right to deny credit if application is rejected by the administration. All documentation for credit are to be provided to the school counselor upon request.

The District shall not offer state graduation credit for reading.
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