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Figures of Speech

Metaphor

A device in literature where an object IS an idea.

Concrete is, am, were, was, are, be, being, been Abstract

A is B

· My love is a red, red rose.

· I was a lonely, wandering cloud.

Simile

A device in literature where an object is LIKE or AS an idea.

Concrete is like Abstract

A is like B ~ A is as B

· My love is like a red, red rose.

· I wandered lonely as a cloud.
Symbol

A device in literature where an object REPRESENTS an idea.

Concrete stands for Abstract

A stands for B

· This red, red rose I give you represents my feelings for you.  Interpret my feelings.

· Those lonely clouds wandering around the sky stand for the way I feel today.  How do I feel?

