Dialectical Journal Format

Title and Author of Selection

Text: 

(This is what the story says)

Write what I think is a meaningful quote from the text.

Include: direct quotes, citations, and brief summaries.

Exclude:  long drawn-out plot summaries, including great detail about every event.

-------------------------------------------------

How will the DJ help me?
· Encourages effective notetaking

· Works with all kinds of literature (including textbooks)

· Encourages critical reading

· Encourages active reading

· Encourages analytical thinking

· Encourages habit of reflective questioning

· Allows me to explore and record new ideas

· Allows me to use writing as a tool rather than a product to be judged

· Develops my confidence in my reading and writing skills

My Response

(This is what I say.)

Write a personal response of what I think about the passage.

Include:  

· L2 and L3 questions

· Inferences

· Predictions

· Reflections ~ what the passage stirs in my thinking or memory (bags)

· Associations

· My feelings toward the author’s words (mood, atmosphere)

· Words or passages I don’t understand

· Words or passages I think are important

· Connections among passages or sections of the work

· Literary devices that I discover

· Remarks about author’s style, tone, diction, etc.

· DIDLS

Remember goal: to arrive at the truth. (universal truth)

Always use logic and textual evidence to support your findings.  (prove it!)
After I’ve completed my dialectical journal, I will review my notes and write a brief summary of my ideas and impressions. 

I will NOT write a plot summary.
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