Arp Independent School District          11/10/2008

[image: image24.wmf]

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]From The Superintendent




[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]


I am very proud to commend our students, faculty, and parents for focusing on student growth and development in all endeavors of academic performance. In addition, our students are participating and excelling in many areas including Band, Sports, Ag projects, the Arts, and several other extra curricular activities that are providing opportunities for social and academic growth.

The administrators, teachers, counselors, school board members, and all those entrusted to lead and set the example for our students are dedicated and proud to serve our students and community while ensuring that education is our top priority.
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Arp I.S.D. will continue to provide a safe and nurturing environment for our students.  My door is always open and I welcome your comments or concerns.     
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With Warmest Regards,




Toney Lowery

 

Superintendent of Schools
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Our overall athletic plans and goals for this year are both long and short term.  We want to compete for the District Championship in every sport that we play.  All the while, striving to reach the long term goal of winning state in whatever we are trying to do.  However, if we do not achieve that in every sport, then we will compete as hard as we can, and be great young men and women who represent this school and community in a very positive way.
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The year is still young.  The Varsity Volleyball team won district, and I expect the Football team to do the same.  That is not the end goal, however, as I expect to advance deep into the playoffs.  Once those two sports are over, we then focus on the next task at hand, which is basketball.
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I am very proud of those young men and women who represent Arp High School in Athletics.  They are the cream of the crop, and they never stop trying to be their best everyday.
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Elementary
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The elementary school theme is 212 degrees because, at 212 degrees Kelvin water begins to boils. Boiling water turns to steam and that simple water becomes a powerful source of energy. One extra degree makes all the difference in the world. One extra degree of effort makes all the difference in the world as well. 
The idea is that by putting forth that extra effort, our students will turn a C into a B, a B into an A, a failure into a passing, a passing score into a commended performance and an acceptable campus into an exemplary one. We are all working at 212 degrees and proud of it. We will keep you posted on that progress!

Wendy Popescu

Elementary School Principal
Junior High

This year is flying by.  The most exciting thing we are doing at this time is working toward TEA’s EXEMPLARY status.  Our teachers and students worked very hard to reach the RECOGNIZED status for the 2007-2008 school year.  Our teachers are very creative and are teaming across curriculum lines to show students that most subjects actually overlap and are learned easier if taught from different perspectives.

Q: What are some exciting things that are happening at your campus this year?

A: 

· We are hosting the district UIL academic competition that will be held December 9th and 11th.  AJH is the two time champion and we have won 4 out of the last 6 district competitions.
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Each six weeks we have a Rites of Passage (ROP) day that is designed to give students an unorthodox learning environment.  Each ROP day has a theme.  Last year it was Keep America Strong so we had a lot team building activities that developed trust among the students.  This year is a little more laid back.  October 31 was our second ROP day and it will have an eclectic theme.  Some of the activities will include: writing letters to the military, pumpkin carving, sack races, masquerade mask painting, etc.
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· Joey Brunson, AJH band director, has started a pep band that plays on Thursday nights at the JV football games.  The band’s name is “Jive” and they have put some electricity into the Thursday night games.  The Jive Band is composed of JH and HS students; with the goal to someday be primarily a junior high band.
Q: Tell me about the DATE grant.

A: The DATE grant will be used to allow each teacher, counselor, secretary, aide, custodian, and cafeteria worker on the JH campus an opportunity to earn extra money.  The participants will have to document the ways they are positively working with our students and each other to create an optimum learning environment.  Our staff has already come up with some great ideas of rewards and positive activities to support a maximum learning environment. 

 Dwight Thomas
Arp Junior High Principal
High School
Q: This is how Dr. Zachary responded when asked  about what changes he has seen at Arp H.S. this year.

A: “The most important change I have seen at Arp High School this year is more seriousness about teaching and learning, and more academic focus.  Arp has always been good in extracurricular activities, but has not distinguished itself academically.  It seems to me that everyone is realizing a school can be good in both scholastic pursuits and extracurricular activities like sports, band, FFA, etc.  We do not have to choose to be good in only one of those two areas, but we can excel both in the classroom and on the playing field.  Since long-term success for students (college and good jobs) depends upon high quality classroom learning, we needed to raise our academic standards, and we have.”

Dr. Fred Zachary
High School Principal
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The Ag Department has been doing great so far this year. We have participated in two different fairs, with a great deal of success. We are now entering into the Leadership Contest Season and beginning to look at spring show animal projects. 
If this falls numbers are any indication of what we will have in the spring then we will definitely be showing some growth in that part of the program. We have already tripled the number of animals shown last fall and hope to see more growth in the spring. 
With the leadership contest season fast approaching we have already entered 2 contests, the Alba-Golden Invitational and the Mineola District Contest. We are looking to build on last year’s success in this part of the program. The students are working hard in class and it will show at contest. 

The classroom numbers are up this year over last and that is a good thing. We have approximately 90 students enrolled in Agricultural Science up from around 60 last year. The students have shown a real interest in the course work and a willingness to participate in the contest areas that go along with the classes. I am looking forward to working with this group of students over the next 27 weeks to make this one of the best years Arp FFA has had! 
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  Arp FFA ADVISOR
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11/10 
Begin 3rd Six Weeks; Deadline for Academic Rodeo Art Contest K-12; AISD Board Meeting at 7:00

11/11 
Veterans’ Day; Veteran’s Day Assembly at High School

11/12 
College Career Day at Troup High School; Administrative Meeting at 9:00 (Principals and Directors)

11/13 
Tentative Early Release for Staff Development pending board approval

11/14
FCA Breakfast at 7:30 am

11/17 
Mu Alpha Theta Induction Ceremony at 7:30 in HS Library

11/19 
Elementary Tiger Savers Day

11/21 
Early Release at 1:00

11//24
Begin Thanksgiving Holidays through 11/28

12/3
Progress reports sent home; Elem, JH, and HS picture retakes

12/ 10
Administrative Meeting at 9:00 (Principals and Directors)

12/11
Early Release at 1:00 for Elementary and Junior High UIL

12/12
JH All-Region Band Try-outs at Rusk HS

12/13
HS All Region Band Try-outs at Rusk HS

12/15
AISD Board Meeting @ 7:00

12/17
Elementary Tiger Saver Day

12/18 
Elementary Christmas Play at HS Auditorium

12/19
End of 3rd 6 weeks; Early Release at 1:00

12/22   Christmas/Winter Holidays through January 2nd, 2009

1/5
Staff Development Day – Student Holiday

1/6
Begin 4th Six Weeks

1/19 
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

2/20 
End of 4th Six Weeks

2/23 
Beginning of 5th Six Weeks

2/26 
Early Release for Staff Development pending board approval

3/3
ELA/Reading TAKS for grades 

3/4
TAKS Retest

3/5
TAKS Retest

3/6
TAKS Retest; Early Release at 1:00

3/9
Spring Break through 3/13

3/16
Staff Development – Student Holiday

4/6 
LAT Test

4/7 
TAKS Test 

4/10 
Good Friday Holiday

4/13
Bad Weather Day 

4/17 
End of 5th Six Weeks

4/20
Begin 6th Six Weeks
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This year Arp ISD has been blessed through district funding approved by the Arp ISD School Board and a $25,000 Technology Grant through ESC7. The funding is being used to install digital projectors in classrooms K-12, interactive technology tools (Smartboards, interactive wands, wireless tablets, document cameras, wireless mice, and MIMIOs), and interactive software for teaching with these tools. 
Arp ISD has a new Podcast server (TigerTube) where teachers can upload lesson content, videos, and audio files. Students can access the Podcast server from outside the school district in case they miss class or need more instructional time. The events can be downloaded to iPods. Football Highlight videos will be available on this server. Visit our website for more information about the Technology Tools new to our classrooms this year. http://www.arpisd.org 

SAVING $$!

The district has replaced CRT monitors with LCD screens, single computers with    4 to 1 technology, servers with virtual servers, and computerized temperature control saving the district thousands of dollars on electric bills per month. 
This year teachers have access to a new wireless mobile Dell Laptop Lab, document cameras, interactive technology tools (smart-boards, wireless tablets, wireless presenters, and interactive software), projectors, and eBlock station. The goal in using these tools is to assist teachers in differentiating instruction for the benefit of all learners. Dr. Joy Rousseau, Director of Technology
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I am Officer Lowry with the Arp Police Department. I am working in the cooperation with Arp I.S.D. as the School Resource Officer (S.R.O.). I was assigned this position this year. The role or goal of the S.R.O. is to create and maintain a safe, secure, and orderly learning environment for students, teachers, and staff in the school. 





I am not a security guard, but a certified Peace Officer (Police Officer) of the state. As a School Resource Officer, my duties are to provide more proactive crime prevention; rather than a reactive method, conducting criminal investigations, and making arrest when necessary and helping in developing crisis management plans. I also assist extracurricular activities such as athletic events, dances, and other school functions. The S.R.O helps serve as a deterrent to acts of violence against students, teachers, and faculty whether it is from inside source or outside source of the school.





"Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while 


the defeated warriors go to war first and then seek to win." 


                                -Sun Tzu, The Art Of War, 500 B.C
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Athletic Director,


Coach Irwin
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