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Date:   November 9, 2009
To:      Parent or Guardian
Re:      Arp ISD Technology  
You are receiving this letter because your child has been selected as a SWAT Team Mentor. We are initiating a new pilot program for Arp ISD. Students Working to Advance Technology (SWAT) Team Mentors have been given laptops to use for several reasons:

 (1) To use in all classrooms for taking notes and preparing productive assignments during the regular school day – with the teacher’s permission. We are hoping to soon implement a 1-to-1 initiative throughout the campuses. We want to see how well teachers and students are able to manage a fully connected classroom. Your child has been given special training and has signed an agreement to use the laptop for educational purposes only …while in the classroom. SWAT Team Mentors do have permission to do other things during lunch time. If your child has ANY difficulty performing as a SWAT TEAM member, they know they can lose their privileges immediately. 
(2) To use for Mentoring Teachers. SWAT TEAM Mentors will carry badges so that they are able to make appointments with teachers in their classrooms before school starts. They may also need to make appointments with teachers during lunch and also during the day and after school.
 
Again, this is a pilot and you can help us by letting us know what is working and what is not working. SWAT Team Mentors have specific assignments to accomplish with teachers. They also will collect information about what teachers require in order to further their technical skills. We appreciate your help in getting this program off the ground. We wanted to let you know that here is a resource available to parents which is a program called COMPUTER COP. Since the laptop is not filtered when at home, it is possible for you to request this software scan on your child’s computer if you feel there is a need. The software will log everything the child has done and everywhere they have gone on the Internet. However, the best solution is to have the student keep the computer in a common area of the home so that you can monitor their Internet habits.
We will be creating other resources for parents/guardians throughout the year and will send them home as needed. Please feel free to email me if you have any questions concerning the SWAT TEAM initiative. I am proud to have your child as a member of the team and look forward to all the creative and helpful work they will be doing for Arp ISD. Please sign and return the statement on the following page.
Sincerely,  
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Joy Rousseau, Ed.D.
 Phone  (903) 859-2408 
 FAX     (903) 859-1671 
 Mobile (903) 530-0108
 joy@arpisd.org
Parent Agreement

I, ______________________ understand the expectations and procedures involved in the SWAT Team Mentors Program. I will encourage my child to follow school policies and to practice safe Internet habits. Students in the SWAT Team are to practice productivity instead of wasting time in playing games or in mindless consumerism. As a parent, I understand that effective communication and expectations expressed by parents/guardians can help children avoid the dangers that exist on the Internet. I agree to discuss Internet Safety issues with my child. Please read and sign below.
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	Today’s teens are living in a generation where computers are commonplace, and have been for the majority, if not all, of their lives. The Internet is something nearly every teen is familiar with, and many teens spend time chatting with friends and meeting new people through community based websites like MySpace, Face book, live journal, and chat rooms. Teens are comfortable in the virtual environment of the Internet, and will only grow more comfortable as the years pass and more and more options become available online. Despite the ease that teens use to navigate the information super highway, there are still some important Internet safety tips for teens.

TIP 1: The first of the Internet safety tips for teens is to never give out any personal, identifying information. This includes your home address, your home or cell phone number, your social security number, and the like. This is an important safety tip for teens because not only might they be susceptible to sexual predators, they could also be targeted by thieves and people who are interested in stealing identities.

TIP 2: The second Internet safety tip for teens is to remember that everybody on the Internet could be lying. Not everybody on your favorite web page or chat room is who they claim to be. Proceed with caution.

You might consider watching: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZHq4CQekTY 



Parent Signature:____________________________________________   Date: ____________________________________________________

